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The American Hero
The words of this stark war hymn were written by Nathaniel Niles.  They express the sadness and seriousness of 
the loss of many lives during the Battle of Bunker Hill.  Only the first verse of the song is included below.

The Battle of Bunker Hill (June 17, 1775) made the colonials realize that they were at last definitely committed 
to a war against one of the leading military powers of the world.  It was on Bunker Hill and nearby Breed's Hill
outside Boston that over 1,500 American and British soldiers were killed or wounded, after the British charged
three times uphill into an entrenched American army.  The British lost over half of their command.  So strong 
was the memory of this battle that afterwards, whenever a British officer displayed initiative, it was said that 
he had not been at the battle of Bunker Hill.


