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Think of two people who have influenced actions or events in your life. They may have 
had a role in an event in your community or in the nation that has affected your life. 
They may have inspired the way you dress, the books you read, the songs you listen 
to, or the movies you watch. These two people may be famous or you may know them 
personally.

In each box below, write the name of one person. Then describe, in one or two 
sentences, how this person has influenced you.

Name:

Influence:

Name:

Influence:
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Use your book to complete notes on the objects below.

Begins on      _
______________      .

Come join us in the fair city of  

___________         
         

  _____________.

For the purposes of 

1. Preparing to fight a war against  

__________       
       

       
       

       
       

.

2. Appointing a man to lead the  

Continental ______       
       

       
       

   .

3. And perhaps to declare      _
__________      

from Great Britain.

Written by              _
________                

   

January   _____                
                

                
 

Fellow colonists! You should read this 

booklet because it’s common sense that

________________________________

_________________________________

_______________________________

____________________________

Invitation to the  

Second Continental Congress

Common Sense

4

3

2

July    ___   , 1776Delegates of the   ___________   will approve 

the    ____________________________   .  

On this day we will commit     __________   , 

a crime punishable by death. 

Arrange to quickly send copies of the 

document to each    _______   government 

and to the     ________________   . 

A letter to my wife

Dear Wife,

My esteemed colleagues at the Second 

Continental Congress have asked me to write 

       ______________________              .  I’m only

       __         years old.  Certainly there are men 

more talented than I.  When I’ve finished my 

draft, I’ll show it to              _______            and       

_________________, who are also members 

of my committee.  We should approve it some 

time early in the month of        _______      .

   Your loving husband, 

          _________          Approving the  

Declaration of Independence

Common Sense
addressed to theINHABITANTS of AMERICA

by Thomas Paine
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In the space below, rewrite the five excerpts of the Declaration of Independence in 
simpler language.

The Declaration of  

Independence
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Look back through Reading Further in your book. Find examples of Thomas Jefferson’s 
words and actions on the issue of slavery. Fill in the chart below to tell in what ways he 
opposed slavery and in what ways he supported it.

Summarize the conflicts in Thomas Jefferson’s words about and actions regarding 
slavery. What do you think of his words and actions?

Thomas Jefferson on Slavery

opposed slavery supported slavery
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Create a historical plaque for Thomas Jefferson’s desk that includes
• dramatic language to explain the historical importance of the desk. 
• how old Jefferson was when he wrote the Declaration of Independence  

and how long it took him to write the first draft.
• challenges Jefferson faced when he wrote the Declaration of Independence.
• objects that might have been on his desk while he wrote the Declaration.
• a simple sketch of the desk.

Historical Plaque


