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Fill in your trip destination on the line below. Then, in the first column, list some tools 
you could use to plan your trip. In the second column, list tools you could use once you 
arrive at your destination.

Destination: 

Tools for Planning Your Trip Tools to Use at Your Destination
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Examine the object on the placard you took from the sunken ship. Draw a picture of the 
object in the part of the ship outline that matches the place on the ship where you found 
the placard. Then look through Sections 3 to 10 in your Student Edition.

A1  Object: 
This was important to explorers 
because . . . 

B1  Object: 
This was important to explorers 
because . . . 

A2  Object: 
This was important to explorers 
because . . . 

B2  Object: 
This was important to explorers 
because . . . .  

B2A2

B1A1
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Find the section about this object. Read to find out why this object was  
important to explorers. Complete the information in the box that matches  
the place in which you drew the picture.

C2  Object: 
This was important to explorers 
because . . . 

D2  Object: 
This was important to explorers 
because . . . 

D2C2

D1C1

C1  Object: 
This was important to explorers 
because . . . 

D1  Object: 
This was important to explorers 
because . . . 



© Teachers’ Curriculum Institute How and Why Europeans Came to the New World  4

R e a d i n g  F U R T H ER

Choose the Word Bank below that matches the image you acted out. Write one to three 
sentences in the space at the bottom of the page that use all the words in your Word 
Bank. Use what you learned in the Reading Further and from your act-it-out to tell 
about was happening in Europe during the late 1400s and the 1500s. Explain how this 
event related to exploration of the Americas.

Word Bank

Ferdinand         Isabella         Muslims         reconquest         nation-state

Word Bank

Isabella         Christopher Columbus         1492        New World

Word Bank

Reformation         Catholic Church         Protestants

Word Bank

Queen Elizabeth         England         Spanish Armada         1588
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Suppose that you are an explorer returning to Europe from a trip to the New World. 
Write a page in your exploration log that includes

•	 an explanation of why you explored the Americas.

• 	a description of one new technology that helped you as an explorer.

•	 a description and a sketch of one item you are bringing back from the Americas.


